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Welcome to the 42nd monthly round-up of developments impacting your 
local access networks and community-based initiatives.

We have created a platform for community networks to share our 
experiences and grow together. Please join us 
at https://communitynetworks.group/

Events and conferences

• Routing for Communities film festival: On 3 December, we will hold
an online screening of films about community networks and people 
decentralising the internet for change in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. This will be an opportunity to share amazing experiences, 
learn together and talk with the filmmakers. Join us! Register to 
receive more information about the films and the panel 
discussions. Read more.

• The 16th annual IGF meeting will be a hybrid model this year from
6 to 10 December. You can find more information on the sessions 
around community networks and access in the forum schedule and 
also on the IGF 2021 DC3 Sustainable Funding Models for 
Community Networks session page. Read more.

https://www.intgovforum.org/en/dashboard/igf-2021
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-dc3-sustainable-funding-models-for-community-networks
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/filedepot_download/11905/2613
https://twitter.com/APC_News/status/1462911011053350920
https://communitynetworks.group/


Resources from past events

• As part of the Tech for Democracy online event, on 9 November, 
the session "Making digital tech work to democratize local 
communities and support environmental justice" addressed 
community-based connectivity initiatives and discussed how can 
digital technology support environmental justice and its 
defenders. Read more.

• Focused on the Asia Pacific Region, the Community Network 
Exchange 2021 occurred on 15, 17 and 23 November on the theme 
of "Community Networks for Social Good". The recordings from all 
three sessions are still available on the streaming platform. Read 
more.  

• This online seminar addressed the digital divide, generating a 
discussion on strategies, solutions and experiences in Latin America 
(available in Spanish). Read more.

Community networks in news and blogs

• In this piece from 48percent.org you can find out more about the 
important work of BOSCO Uganda on ending internet isolation in 
the north of the country. Read more.

• The piece "Creating a digital community network with the Ju|’hoan
people in Namibia" tells how a catalytic project was implemented 
to co-design an offline social network that allowed the people living
in the remote Nyae Nyae Conservancy in Namibia to exchange 
audio recordings, including ones about gardening challenges and 
practices to produce their food. Read more.

• Find out more about a new project in Malawi to contribute to an 
enabling policy and regulatory environment for community 
networks, aiming to address the connectivity gap in the country in 
a community-oriented and participatory way. Read more.

• The news piece "Bridging Africa's digital divide: The rise of 
community internet" features some inspiring experiences in the 
region, such as those from BOSCO Uganda and Zenzeleni 
Networks. Read more.

• This news report provides more information on the community-
based mobile initiatives from Telecomunicaciones Indígenas 
Comunitarias (TIC A.C.) in Oaxaca, Mexico. Read more.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHTY3MUWC5I
https://news.trust.org/item/20211118055820-mbs61/
https://waccglobal.org/malawi-internet/
https://www.apc.org/en/blog/seeding-change-creating-digital-community-network-juhoan-people-namibia
https://48percent.org/ending-internet-isolation-in-northern-uganda-with-bosco/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGuue05wBn8
https://livestream.com/internetsociety/cnx2021
https://livestream.com/internetsociety/cnx2021
https://cnxapac.org/
https://cnxapac.org/
https://www.apc.org/en/news/apc-tech-democracy-how-can-digital-technology-support-environmental-justice-and-its-defenders


Gendering community networks

• Whose voices are heard in policy and regulatory spaces? What are 
our gendered experiences in these spaces? How can we build more 
inclusive, diverse and community-oriented access policies? If 
questions like these resonate with you, follow this Twitter thread to
learn more about SPACE - the Socio-Political Advocacy for 
Community Networks Engagement capacity and movement building 
mentorship programme. Read more.

News on policy and regulation

• The Communications Authority of Kenya just adopted a Licensing 
and Shared Spectrum Framework for Community Networks after 
holding a public consultation in the country and promoting a 
process that allowed the development of the framework in 
partnership with multiple stakeholders. This piece from Kenya ICT 
Action Network (KICTANet) provides more information about this 
important milestone. Read more.

• The Web Foundation's Alliance for Affordable Internet (A4AI) 
published a policy discussion paper about energy and internet 
infrastructure, discussing the role of universal service and access 
funds in financing them. Read more.

Research

• In Brazil, Nupef Institute, Idec and Artigo 19 have just launched a 
study offering an analysis on the situation of community networks 
in the country and highlighting their potential for democratising 
internet access (available in Portuguese). Read more.

• The publication Digital Skills Insights 2021 examines the future 
digital skills ecosystem and the importance of digital skills in a 
world shaped by the pandemic. Among the eight articles in this 
year’s edition, you can find the "Capacity development for 
Indigenous communities of the Americas region" giving an analysis 
on the importance of training processes fostering self-determination 
and strengthening different ways of life through ICTs. Read more.  

Previous editions

• Previous editions of this newsletter are available here.

https://www.apc.org/en/community-networks-and-local-access-monthly-newsletter?amp%3Bqid=945434
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R95CtDer955hi0NU3w-yXEBqCQSEL1Gg/view
https://academy.itu.int/itu-d/projects-activities/research-publications/digital-skills-insights/digital-skills-insights-2021
https://nupef.org.br/node/113
https://a4ai.org/research/filling-the-gap-between-energy-internet-access/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/kenya-ratifies-the-community-networks-licensing-framework/
https://twitter.com/APC_News/status/1463252075207397376


This newsletter is part of the Local Networks (LocNet) initiative, an initiative led by 
APC in partnership with Rhizomatica that aims to directly support the work of 
community networks and to contribute to an enabling ecosystem for the emergence 
and growth of community networks and other community-based connectivity 
activities in developing countries. You can read more about the initiative here, here, 
and here. 

Invite others to subscribe to this monthly newsletter here!

One more thing! If you have comments about the newsletter or information relevant
to the topic that you would like us to include in the next edition, please share it with 
us at localaccess.newsletter@apc.org.

https://crm.apc.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=8404&qid=
https://www.apc.org/en/news/bottom-connectivity-strategies-why-research-community-networks-necessary
https://www.apc.org/en/project/supporting-community-led-approaches-addressing-digital-divide
https://www.apc.org/en/project/connecting-unconnected-supporting-community-networks-and-other-community-based-connectivity
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