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Welcome to the 20th monthly round-up of developments impacting your local access networks.

1. Events and conferences

[En español] Del 6 al 8 de agosto de 2019 se desarrollará el Foro de Gobernanza de Internet para

Latinoamérica y el Caribe. Este año será en La Paz, Bolivia. Leer más (https://lacigf.org/lacigf-12/).

From 21 to 25 August 2019, the Chaos Communication Conference will bring together “thousands of hackers,

technology freaks, artists and utopians” for five days in Mildenberg, Germany to “communicate, learn, hack and

party together.” Read more (https://events.ccc.de/2019/05/22/call-for-participation-chaos-communication-

camp-2019/).

The 2019 Asia-Pacific Regional Community Networks Summit will take place 29 August in in Bangkok,

Thailand. Read more (https://www.internetsociety.org/events/asia-pacific-regional-community-networks-

summit).

Our Networks is a conference taking place in Toronto from 20 to 22 September, focused on all aspects of the

decentralised web – from mesh networking to P2P applications to commons governance. Read more

(https://ournetworks.ca/). 

[En español] Del 11 al 15 de septiembre de 2019, el Taller sobre tecnologías de redes internet para América

Latina sucederá en Guatemala. Leer más (http://eslared.net/walc2019/?page_id=2&lang=es_ES).  

The 2019 Workshop for Latin America and the Caribbean (WALC) on internet network technologies will take

place in Guatemala on 11-15 September. Read more (http://eslared.net/walc2019/?page_id=2&lang=en_US). 

O�line Camp, a four-day retreat to explore O�line First (http://o�linefirst.org/) development and design, is

taking place 27-30 September 2019. Scholarships for participation are available. Read more

(http://o�linefirst.org/camp/). 

Registration for on-site participants in the 2019 Internet Governance Forum (IGF) in Berlin is open until 1

November. Read more (https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2019-registration). 
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The 2019 Indigenous Connectivity Summit will bring together indigenous leaders, community members,

community network operators, internet service providers, researchers and policy makers on 12-15 November

in Hilo, Hawaii. Read more (https://www.internetsociety.org/events/indigenous-connectivity-summit/2019/). 

2. Resources from past events

Slides from many of the presentations at Battlemesh V12, a conference on wireless networks and open source

software held this July in France, are now available here

(https://www.battlemesh.org/BattleMeshV12#Talk_Schedule_and_Workshops).  

[Em português] Coolab participou do BattleMesh e eles compartilharam sua experiência aqui

(https://www.coolab.org/2019/07/battlemesh-v12/). 

DWeb Camp (https://dwebcamp.org/) brought together more than 375 campers from six continents to build

and strengthen the community working on the decentralised web. The Internet Archive o�ers a great summary

of the experience here (https://blog.archive.org/2019/07/31/remembering-the-first-dweb-camp-july-

2019). Taeyoon Choi shares some impressions of the event here (https://tinyletter.com/tchoi8/letters/mugwort-

ocean-wave-sounds-and-early-morning-skies) and videos of some of the lightning talks held during the camp

can be viewed here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z47R9wN5SQ) and here

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oesN-FM7Rk8). 

cynthia el-khoury and Carlos Rey-Moreno were interviewed about community networks by the Internet

Freedom Festival (IFF) team, who shared their insights on the IFF wiki. Read more

(https://internetfreedomfestival.org/wiki/index.php/Community_Updates#July_11).  

Presentations at the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation’s Commonwealth Spectrum

Management Forum 2019, held in June, are now available here (https://cto.int/presentations-commonwealth-

spectrum-management-forum-2019).  

[Em português] Thiago Novaes de Coolab partilha a sua participação no Fórum Europeu de Gestão do

Espectro aqui (https://www.coolab.org/2019/06/14o-forum-europeu-de-gestao-do-espectro/). 

The outcomes of Artful Integrations of Infrastructures by Community-Based Telecoms, a workshop guided by

Nic Bidwell in which many community networks participated, are available here

(https://comtech.openlab.dev/workshop_5).

3. Community networks in news and blogs

As part of the “Connecting the Unconnected” project being implemented by APC and Rhizomatica, Sarbani

Banerjee Belur of Gram Marg, an India-based member of the project’s peer learning community, recently

visited the Janastu Community Mesh Radio Network in the village of Halekote, India, where she learned more

about their e�orts to enable community participation by young girls and women. Read more

(https://sarbanibelur.blogspot.com/2019/07/enabling-community-participation-of.html).

[En español] En una entrevista a prensa de LACNIC, Lilian Chamorro Rojas de Colnodo nos cuenta como ha

sido el proceso en redes comunitarias en Colombia apoyado por FRIDA. Leer más

(https://prensa.lacnic.net/news/cooperacion/fondos-de-frida-impulsan-las-redes-comunitarias-en-colombia). 

[En español] Atalaya Sur (http://www.proyectocomunidad.com/atalaya-sur/) exige acceso al Fondo de Acceso

Universal para cerrar la brecha digital. Leer más (https://www.facebook.com/notes/atalaya-sur/fondo-de-

servicio-universal/2564918533540520/). AlterMundi también expresó su posición aquí
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(http://blog.altermundi.net/article/conectividad-comunitaria-politicas-publicas-y-el-r/), de la que APC se hizo

eco (https://www.apc.org/es/blog/conectividad-comunitaria-politicas-publicas-y-el-rol-del-fondo-de-servicio-

universal). 

[En español] Muy buen debate sobre las necesidades de las Redes Comunitarias en Argentina, un panel

organizado por NIC Argentina con participación de los representantes del gobierno Argentino y dos redes

comunitarias, AlterMundi y Atalaya Sur. Leer más (https://nic.ar/es/enterate/novedades/quinta-edicion-

charlas-debate) y ver el video asociado aquí (https://youtu.be/jcGRmdiTM0A).

BOSCO Uganda has initiated a new partnership with UNICEF for the roll-out of the Kolibri free and open

source education technology platform. Watch a video about the experience here

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKkSHBIjrzU). BOSCO also shares insights about how technology is being

embraced by women in Northern Uganda. Read more (http://boscouganda.com/women-embracing-

technology-in-the-northern-uganda/).

[En español] AlterMundi cuenta sobre la actividad realizada por el Semillero de redes comunitarias cocreado

junto a Rhizomatica, llevada a cabo en México junto con redes comunitarias de Colombia y Brazil. Leer más

(http://blog.altermundi.net/article/semillero-de-redes-comunitarias-en-cheran/). 

[Em português] O Instituto Bem Estar Brasil participou da primeira edição do Semillero de redes comunitárias

no México. Ler aqui (https://ibebrasil.org.br/2019/07/semillero-um-dialogo-de-saberes/). 

[En español] Rhizomatica comparte un video sobre las diferencias entre telefonía comunitaria y

comercial aquí (https://vimeo.com/343694786). 

[En español] @CITSAC_ nos platica sobre la promoción de procesos de comunicación y telecomunicaciones

comunitarias e indígenas aquí (https://gb.ivoox.com/es/voces-intercambio-citsac-redes-de-audios-

mp3_rf_38474945_1.html) y comparte un resumen del evento de su inauguración aquí

(https://laboratoriodetecnologias.mx/conversatorio/presentacion-del-centro-de-investigacion-en-tecnologias-

y-saberes-comunitarios-citsac/). 

Broadband for the Rural North (B4RN) members share their backyards to connect each other with fibre and to

the internet. The organisation shared its experiences in an interview with Restart Radio. Listen to the

podcast here (https://therestartproject.org/podcast/b4rn/). 

B4RN is also celebrating after raising three million pounds to support the ongoing rollout of a community-built

and funded 1 Gbps Fibre-to-the-Home (FTTH) broadband network across remote parts of several counties.

Read more (https://www.ispreview.co.uk/index.php/2019/07/b4rn-celebrate-after-raising-3m-for-rural-gigabit-

ftth-rollout.html). 

[En español] El capítulo Colombia de Internet Society en conjunto con la universidad de Cundinamarca

hicieron un webinar acerca de las redes comunitarias y su trabajo en las veredas de su comunidad. Ver el

video aquí (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVHMTYAcWhI). 

As part of its Connecting the Unconnected project, APC convened a community networks meeting in Nairobi,

Kenya, between 30 April and 3 May 2019. Read more (https://www.apc.org/en/news/community-networks-

meet-nairobi-enhance-learning-across-latin-america-asia-and-africa). 

[En español] NIC.AR hace un resumen de porque las redes comunitarias son importantes. Leer más

(https://nic.ar/index.php/es/enterate/novedades/redes-comunitarias-proyectos-de-conectividad). 

Locally run ISPs o�er the fastest broadband in the United States. Read more

(https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/7xgne9/locally-run-isps-o�er-the-fastest-broadband-in-america). 

[En español] Sebastián Bellagamba de Internet Society nos comparte el efecto de las redes sociales, y las redes

comunitarias. Leer más (http://josecrettaz.com/telecomunicaciones/sebastian-bellagamba-si-las-redes-

sociales-no-tuvieran-el-tamano-que-tienen-no-serian-tan-utiles-para-los-usuarios/).

Talant Sultanov o�ers his perspectives on how community networks help foster active citizen participation in

the global South. Read more (https://www.apc.org/en/node/35585).

http://blog.altermundi.net/article/conectividad-comunitaria-politicas-publicas-y-el-r/
https://www.apc.org/es/blog/conectividad-comunitaria-politicas-publicas-y-el-rol-del-fondo-de-servicio-universal
https://nic.ar/es/enterate/novedades/quinta-edicion-charlas-debate
https://youtu.be/jcGRmdiTM0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKkSHBIjrzU
http://boscouganda.com/women-embracing-technology-in-the-northern-uganda/
http://blog.altermundi.net/article/semillero-de-redes-comunitarias-en-cheran/
https://ibebrasil.org.br/2019/07/semillero-um-dialogo-de-saberes/
https://vimeo.com/343694786
https://gb.ivoox.com/es/voces-intercambio-citsac-redes-de-audios-mp3_rf_38474945_1.html
https://laboratoriodetecnologias.mx/conversatorio/presentacion-del-centro-de-investigacion-en-tecnologias-y-saberes-comunitarios-citsac/
https://therestartproject.org/podcast/b4rn/
https://www.ispreview.co.uk/index.php/2019/07/b4rn-celebrate-after-raising-3m-for-rural-gigabit-ftth-rollout.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVHMTYAcWhI
https://www.apc.org/en/news/community-networks-meet-nairobi-enhance-learning-across-latin-america-asia-and-africa
https://nic.ar/index.php/es/enterate/novedades/redes-comunitarias-proyectos-de-conectividad
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/7xgne9/locally-run-isps-offer-the-fastest-broadband-in-america
http://josecrettaz.com/telecomunicaciones/sebastian-bellagamba-si-las-redes-sociales-no-tuvieran-el-tamano-que-tienen-no-serian-tan-utiles-para-los-usuarios/
https://www.apc.org/en/node/35585


8/20/2019 Community Networks and Local Access Monthly Newsletter - Number 20 | Association for Progressive Communicati…

https://www.apc.org/en/news/community-networks-and-local-access-monthly-newsletter-number-20 4/8

4. Gendering community networks

[Español] As part of the “Connecting the Unconnected” project being implemented by APC and Rhizomatica,

Sarbani Banerjee Belur of Gram Marg, an India-based member of the project’s peer learning community,

recently visited the Janastu Community Mesh Radio Network in the village of Halekote, India, where she

learned more about their e�orts to enable community participation by young girls and women. Read more

(https://sarbanibelur.blogspot.com/2019/07/enabling-community-participation-of.html). 

[En español] En una entrevista a prensa de LACNIC, Lilian Chamorro Rojas de Colnodo nos cuenta como ha

sido el proceso en redes comunitarias en Colombia apoyado por FRIDA. Leer más

(https://prensa.lacnic.net/news/cooperacion/fondos-de-frida-impulsan-las-redes-comunitarias-en-colombia).

BOSCO shares insights about how technology is being embraced by women in Northern Uganda. Read more

(http://boscouganda.com/women-embracing-technology-in-the-northern-uganda/).

A recently launched research report from the Alliance for A�ordable Internet (A4AI) explores women’s

experiences of social media taxation in East and Southern Africa. Read more (https://a4ai.org/research/who-

wins-who-loses-understanding-womens-experiences-of-social-media-taxation-in-east-and-southern-africa).

5. News on policy and regulation

[Español] Conectados por Facebook, ¿Internet para quién? explora las problemáticas que el acuerdo entre el

gobierno de México y Facebook podrían tener, y las alternativas como las redes comunitarias para conectar a

los desconectados. Leer más (https://www.animalpolitico.com/columna-invitada/internet-para-quien/). 

[En español] Las Redes Comunitarias colaboran con cerrar la brecha digital en América Latina: 13 redes

comunitarias lo hacen. Leer más (https://digitalpolicylaw.com/tallercrc2019-en-america-latina-13-redes-

comunitarias-buscan-cerrar-la-brecha-digital/). 

[En español] Durante la CLT19, Digital Policy & Law hizo una cobertura ámplia, haciendo múltiples entrevistas

y compartiendo las visiones de diferentes actores a como las redes comunitarias pueden cerrar la brecha

digital. Leer más (https://digitalpolicylaw.com/clt19-cierre-de-la-brecha-digital-necesitara-

complementariedad-de-instrumentos-en-un-entorno-neutro/). Adriana Labardini compartió su visión sobre

cómo utilizando el fondo de acceso universal las redes comunitarias pueden contribuir a reducir la brecha

digital. Leer más (https://digitalpolicylaw.com/clt19-proponen-redisenar-fondos-de-acceso-universal-en-

america-latina/). Todos los videos de la conferencia están disponibles aquí

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8P5I21dDmlLe1yq1GsAZdA). Ver también la cobertura de AlterMundi

del evento, específicamente sobre los Fondos de Acceso Universal, aquí (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=udWfKWLLPeE). 

[En español] El Instituto Federal de Telecomunicaciones de México (IFT) pone sobre la mesa la necesidad de

redes comunitarias en el país. Leer más (https://www.telesemana.com/blog/2019/07/01/el-regulador-

mexicano-pone-sobre-la-mesa-la-necesidad-de-redes-comunitarias-en-el-pais/).  

[En español] IFT quiere que más redes comunitarias lleven Internet a poblaciones indígenas. Leer más

(https://digitalpolicylaw.com/ift-quiere-que-mas-redes-comunitarias-lleven-internet-a-poblaciones-

indigenas/). 

Ghana is increasing the Communications Service Tax to 9%, making it harder for communities to access

telecommunication services. Read more here

(https://www.telegeography.com/products/commsupdate/articles/2019/07/31/government-increases-

communications-service-tax-to-9/) and here (https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/business/Gov-t-

increases-tax-to-secure-digital-infrastructure-767684). 

https://sarbanibelur.blogspot.com/2019/07/enabling-community-participation-of.html
https://prensa.lacnic.net/news/cooperacion/fondos-de-frida-impulsan-las-redes-comunitarias-en-colombia
http://boscouganda.com/women-embracing-technology-in-the-northern-uganda/
https://a4ai.org/research/who-wins-who-loses-understanding-womens-experiences-of-social-media-taxation-in-east-and-southern-africa
https://www.animalpolitico.com/columna-invitada/internet-para-quien/
https://digitalpolicylaw.com/tallercrc2019-en-america-latina-13-redes-comunitarias-buscan-cerrar-la-brecha-digital/
https://digitalpolicylaw.com/clt19-cierre-de-la-brecha-digital-necesitara-complementariedad-de-instrumentos-en-un-entorno-neutro/
https://digitalpolicylaw.com/clt19-proponen-redisenar-fondos-de-acceso-universal-en-america-latina/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8P5I21dDmlLe1yq1GsAZdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udWfKWLLPeE
https://www.telesemana.com/blog/2019/07/01/el-regulador-mexicano-pone-sobre-la-mesa-la-necesidad-de-redes-comunitarias-en-el-pais/
https://digitalpolicylaw.com/ift-quiere-que-mas-redes-comunitarias-lleven-internet-a-poblaciones-indigenas/
https://www.telegeography.com/products/commsupdate/articles/2019/07/31/government-increases-communications-service-tax-to-9/
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/business/Gov-t-increases-tax-to-secure-digital-infrastructure-767684


8/20/2019 Community Networks and Local Access Monthly Newsletter - Number 20 | Association for Progressive Communicati…

https://www.apc.org/en/news/community-networks-and-local-access-monthly-newsletter-number-20 5/8

Steve Song coins the concept of LocalRating as a pun on zero rating, and looks at how OTT services a�ect

access to connectivity in Africa. Read more (https://manypossibilities.net/2019/07/localrating). 

Kira Allman interviewed Steve Song about “Rights to the Network: Community Internet and Access to

Infrastructure”. Watch here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijjYmOYZzWk). The interview was part of the

Global Media & Policy Seminar Series hosted by the University of Oxford and the University of Johannesburg.

Learn more here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=gFwKIJMuyKI&list=PLq9kWPD5OUgWSht2Ko9CXDkZUWmJii_ZK). 

6. Research

The research report “Bottom-up Connectivity Strategies: Community-led small-scale telecommunication

infrastructure networks in the global South”, conducted by Nicola Bidwell and Michael Jensen for APC and

Rhizomatica, documents the benefits of, and challenges facing, small-scale, community-based connectivity

projects. Read more (https://www.apc.org/en/node/35445/). 

A recently launched research report from the Alliance for A�ordable Internet (A4AI) explores women’s

experiences of social media taxation in East and Southern Africa. Read more (https://a4ai.org/research/who-

wins-who-loses-understanding-womens-experiences-of-social-media-taxation-in-east-and-southern-africa). 

[En español] Derechos Digitales publica su investigación sobre marcos regulatorios de redes comunitarias en

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia y México. Leer más (https://www.derechosdigitales.org/wp-content/uploads/redes-

comunitarias-2018.pdf). 

7. Reports and publications

The Web Foundation reports that 196 internet shutdowns happened during 2018. This has a greater impact on

communities that do not own and control their own networks and the services that run on them. Read more

(https://mailchi.mp/eba4dbfdcaaa/shutdown-surge-governments-around-the-world-are-pulling-the-plug). 

8. Articles on technologies related to local access networks

WifiForward is working towards freeing up more airwaves for Wi-Fi using unlicensed spectrum bands and

making the most e�icient and e�ective use of the airwaves already available. Read more

(http://wififorward.org/). 

Concern over a more centralised 5G world keeps growing. Brussels has delayed the trials of this technology

because of a lack of evidence of the impact of the amount of radiation it generates. Read more

(https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels/55052/radiation-concerns-halt-brussels-5g-for-now/). 

Wi-Fi NOW explains why it believes that Wi-Fi matters more as mobile markets mature. Read more

(https://wifinowevents.com/news-and-blog/analysis-why-wi-fi-matters-more-as-mobile-markets-mature/). 

Organisational technologies that are not based on power relationships but on mutual trust and collaboration

are essential in this process. The P2P Foundation talks about what peer-to-peer means and how it might

change the world. Read more (https://www.nion.berlin/a-socioeconomic-system-that-might-change-the-

world). 

The Dynamic Spectrum Alliance discusses why it is important to have shared spectrum as a solution to close

the digital divide. Read more (http://www.landmobile.co.uk/indepth/dynamic-spectrum-shared-dsa/). 
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9. Tools and toolkits

IFLA (https://ifla.org/) has launched a "Public Access Policy Toolkit for Libraries". Read more

(https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/info-society/documents/public-access-policy-toolkit.pdf). 

Rhizomatica is working on a new project to run UUCP (Unix to Unix Copy Protocol) on top of HF radio links, a

tool that might allow communities in very remote areas to have digital communications. Read more

(https://github.com/DigitalHERMES/rhizo-uuardop). 

WISH South Africa is developing a step-by-step guide to starting up a community network, ISP or wireless ISP.

Read more (http://wish.org.za/page/how-to-start). 

10. Funding opportunities

All throughout 2019, Google has an open call for policy fellowships in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, the US

and Latin America. Fellows will have the opportunity to work at public interest organisations at the forefront of

debates on broadband and access policy, content regulation, copyright and creativity, consumer privacy, open

government, government surveillance, data security, data innovation, free expression and more. Read more

(https://www.google.com/policyfellowship/index.html). 

The Ford Foundation's JustFilms supports artist-driven film and new media storytelling projects that explore

aspects of inequality, as well as the organisations and networks that support these projects. Read more

(https://www.fordfoundation.org/work/our-grants/justfilms/justfilms-inquiry/). 

The Mozilla Open Source Software Fund supports open source projects used by or related to Mozilla’s mission.

Read more (https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/moss/). 

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation o�ers support for early-stage research for which private or government

funding is hard to obtain. Read more (https://sloan.org/grants/apply#tab-the-grant-application-process). 

RIPE NCC will provide EUR 250,000 per year to support projects of value to the operation and resilience of the

internet. The call for applications is open until 1 September 2019. Read more

(https://www.ripe.net/support/cpf).

Until 1 October 2019, IDRC is accepting proposals for "Strengthening education systems with proven

innovations in developing contexts", in which community networks could be involved. Read more

(https://www.idrc.ca/en/funding/call-proposals-strengthening-education-systems-proven-innovations-

developing-contexts). 

The United Nations Democracy Fund invites civil society organisations to apply for funding for projects to

advance and support democracy. The next call for applications is expected to be open from mid-November

2019. Read more (https://www.un.org/democracyfund/apply-for-funding). 

11. Previous editions

Previous editions of this newsletter are available here (https://www.apc.org/en/community-networks-and-

local-access-monthly-newsletter).

This newsletter is part of the project titled, “Local Access Networks: Can the unconnected connect themselves?” carried

out by APC in partnership with Internet Society and Rhizomática, with support from Canada's International Development

Research Centre (IDRC) in 2017/2018 and funded by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)

in 2019. 

Invite others to subscribe to this monthly newsletter here (https://crm.apc.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?

u=8404&qid=)!
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One more thing! If you have comments about the newsletter or information relevant to the topic that you would like us

to include in the next edition, please share it with us at localaccess.newsletter@apc.org.

July 2019
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